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Welcome to our theatrical presentation, Made in Melbourne.

It is present day Melbourne and we find ourselves in an inner-city alleyway. Max and his punk mates are causing mischief and roughing up a bunch of innocent people who are intruding on what he believes to be his turf. (Long Way To The Top) A fight ensues (Prisoner Of Society) in which Max is knocked out and descends into unconsciousness.

In some transient world (Horror Movie), Max meets a Spirit Guide, who offers to save him from his predicament by taking him on a spiritual path of learning about the history of Melbourne. (Passenger)

The Spirit leads Max back to Melbourne in the late 1700s and he observes the successful civilization of the Wurundjeri, who have yet to encounter European settlers. (Djapana – Sunset Dreaming) However, a blast from the trumpets heralds the arrival of the colonial powers and the First Australians are suddenly under threat. (Solid Rock) Ultimately, the colonialists overpower the Wurundjeri and Max struggles to come to terms with the injustice he has witnessed. (Beds Are Burning) Has a spark of compassion been ignited in the selfish young man?

Under the guiding hand of a second Spirit Guide, Max is transported forward to 1880. He becomes witness to the story and demise of the renegade hero, Ned Kelly, who stood up against injustice and corruption in the Victorian Police Force. (Joker And The Thief) Max is shown that fighting for a good cause is much better than fighting for the sake of fighting.

Fast-forward once more to 1901 and the proclamation of the new Federation – the Commonwealth of Australia – at Parliament House in Melbourne. The toffs exist in their own privileged world, barely aware of the working men and women around them. (God Save The Queen) Eventually, Bruce has had enough and challenges the authority figures, launching into the famous activism that won workers their rights to an eight-hour day. (Working Class Man) Not to be left behind, Sheila and the women protest that they should be given rights to vote and join in the powerful demonstration. (I Am Woman) Eventually, the power of the masses prevails and the toffs are left whimpering pathetically as the class system is dismantled – the birth of a “fair go” for all.

Led by a third Spirit Guide, the next stop on Max’s journey of discovery is 1915 and we witness young men being sent to fight at Gallipoli in World War 1. (And The Band Played Waltzing Matilda) What starts as a game ends in tears and, following the last post and the famous words from President Ataturk, a grieving mother weeps over the grave of her fallen son. (Reckless) A refugee ponders a new life in Melbourne (When The War Is Over) and we travel forward to a Melbourne pub in the 1950s to meet Maria, one of the first post WWII migrants to settle in what is soon to become one of the world’s great multicultural cities, as she instructs the audience on a traditional dance she learned upon her arrival. (Eagle Rock)

Mysteriously, Max now finds himself back in the spirit world, which has taken on the appearance of Melbourne’s docklands. The first Spirit Guide attempts to see how much Max has learnt thus far on his spiritual journey and is saddened to see that he is still not taking the whole thing seriously. (Better Be Home Soon) She refocuses the journey, bringing us to various scenes in modern Melbourne.

We wind our way down the Yarra River to the Melbourne Cricket Ground, a holy sporting mecca where fans are passionately following their heroes as they pursue sporting glory. (Holy Grail) Following the AFL match, the young men and women then decide to hit the beach and check out all the hot surfer chicks and dudes, hoping to score a date. (In The Summertime)
Max confesses to The Spirit Guide that he now finds Melbourne pretty cool – in fact he thinks that life here is just like one big party. He asks for a ‘selfie’ with the beach-goers but discovers his phone does not work in the spiritual realm. The Spirit Guide takes the ‘selfie’ on her phone and offers to send it to him later. She tells him that his journey is soon to be ending but that there is one terrible final thing for him to witness. We see footage of the devastating Black Saturday bushfires, but take heart in the selfless deeds of the Melbournians and Victorians who opened their hearts to those who suffered so badly. (Never Tear Us Apart) 
Max is moved by what he witnesses and The Spirit Guide forces him into a moment of epiphany, struggling with inner wraiths and demons as he tries to reconcile who he is and who he wants to be. The power balance has changed and Max is given a taste of what it is like to be the victim, terrorized by the wraiths once more. (My People)  He assures the Spirit Guide that he has changed his ways and she decides to give him a chance to ‘replay’ the events that led to his current situation.

Max is returned to consciousness and the present-day reality of the alleyway, mere moments before his accident. It seems he is about to repeat his wicked ways until he gets a text message. The Spirit Guide has sent him the ‘selfie’ they took with the beach-goers on his spiritual journey. A flood of memories come back to Max and he has now fully learned that no one owns Melbourne, but that it is a multi-cultural place offering freedom to everyone. (We are Australian)
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